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PIPER AIRCRAFT CORPORATION SECTION 4
PA-28-161, CHEROKEE WARRIOR II NORMAL PROCEDURES

e

SECTION 4

NORMAL PROCEDURES

4.1 GENERAL

This section describes the recommended procedures for the conduct of normal operations for the
Cherokee Warrior II. All of the required (FAA regulations) procedures and those necessary for operation of
the airplane as determined by the operating and design features of the airplane are presented.

Normal procedures associated with those optional systems and equipment which require handbook
supplements are provided by Section 9 (Supplements).

These procedures are provided to present a source of reference and review and to supply information
on procedures which are not the same for all aircraft. Pilots should familiarize themselves with the
procedures given in this section in order to become proficient in the normal operations of the airplane.

The first portion of this section consists of a short form check list which supplies an action sequence
for normal operations with little emphasis on the operation of the systems.

The remainder of the section is devoted to amplified normal procedures which provide detailed
information and explanations of the procedures and how to perform them. This portion of the section is
not intended for use as an in-flight reference due to the lengthly explanations. The short form check list

should be used for this purpose.

4.3 AIRSPEEDS FOR SAFE OPERATIONS

The following airspeeds are those which are significant to operation of the airplane. These figures are for
standard airplanes flown at gross weight under standard conditions at sea level.

Performance for a specific airplane may vary from published figures depending upon the equipment
installed, the condition of the engine, airplane and equipment, atmospheric conditions and piloting
technique.

(a) Best Rate of Climb Speed 79 KIAS
(b) Best Angle of Climb Speed 63 KIAS
(c) Turbulent Air Operating Speed (See Subsection 2.3) 111 KIAS
(d) Maximum Flap Speed 103 KIAS
(e) Landing Final Approach Speed (Flaps 40°) 63 KIAS
(f) Maximum Demonstrated Crosswind Velocity 17 KTS
ISSUED: DECEMBER 16, 1976 REPORT: VB-880
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PIPER AIRCRAFT CORPORATION
PA-28-161, CHEROKEE WARRIOR II

SECTION 4
NORMAL PROCEDURES
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Figure 4-1

4.5 NORMAL PROCEDURES CHECK LIST Pitothead ......cccoceeveeienieeeeniesesiens remove Cover -
holes clear
PREFLIGHT CHECK Windshield . smsssinmsivssiomsessresnnmmresasss clean
Control WHeel ......cosuuessossssnsesssssnsssostassesose release belts Propeller and SPIiNNET .........occcvvvmniieeeeenieenienanens check
AVIONICS ..o ssmmsmmmmmsassressesmsmsmsissssnssmsssassms OFF Fuel and Oil .....coccoverieniniieniciciniens check for leaks
Master SWICH ... ON Oil ettt ettt sae s check level
Fuel quantity auges.......ccceeeieeiemieceeseenieniiinnne check 707 i (o], O S properly seated
1173 X [ L1111 | R OFF COWHAR v sspsammmsmvmsnmmmmmmmse oy secure
(17611370 1 BRSSP ERS SR e OFF INSPECHONCOVETS ......cimerssssoncsamsivsssissmiissogarionsescs secure
| 3541 5 (1) PO OR check for damage Nose Wheel tife ...c.ccceeveireimvveciniiiieee e check
Control surfaces..........ccoeeunene check for interference - NOSE ZEar SHUL .uussssamsissamssssssssssnssssromnnenaisnsss proper
free of ice, snow, frost inflation (3.25 in.)
Hinges ...cccccevvevvininniiennennneennn check for interference Al INIELS ettt clear
WiINES..cooieieeireeeee e, free of ice, snow, frost Alternator belt ......coovereecniivieiiiiiiiennen check tension
Stall warning.......ccecveeeeerceeemiinicnscnniniececenes check Tow bar and control 10CKS .......ceeevvviiinirireninnnns stow
Tie down and ChOCKS.......c.ccvvviiiiiininnnennneeinn. remove Baggage ... iseiessiosesies stowed properly -
Navigation lights..........cusammevssissvssmissivessassesass check secure
Fuel tanks .....ccoevveiveereeecreensecececeecneenneens check supply Bapoare 00T oo emumusesmned close and secure
visually - secure caps Fuel STAIDET woiseisissssmnssssissasisanssssssisissssssnssssvesd drain
Fuel tank SUINDS ... csrssssssssussusssisssssssesnssasssssanssansd drain Primary flight controls.........cccceeuceees proper operation
Fuel VENIS .. oismmmiransmnsmsssmssensssmimsaieis open Cabin dOOT......coccvernrirnienensrenseniennanns close and secure
Main gear SIIULS .....ccceccveereeineiniine e ceesaesinens proper Required Papers .....ccoeeeeveveenieeceienecienen on board
inflation (4.50 in.) Seat belts and harness.........cccceeeeveecenennn. fasten/adjust-
TIIES .vveeereeeeieereeeee et eane s check check inertia reel

Brake bIOCKS ....ceeevieeeriiiiiieriiciennnine e check
ISSUED: DECEMBER 16, 1976 REPORT: VB-880
REVISED: NOVEMBER 20, 1981 4-3




SECTION 4
NORMAL PROCEDURES

PIPER AIRCRAFT CORPORATION
PA-28-161, CHEROKEE WARRIOR II

BEFORE STARTING ENGINE

BIAKES ...cveensseseessrsnsnssssrasssessoranssssnases e sisibisisssssissssines set
Carburetor REat.........ceceeveeeeereecereecnenreseeesnces full OFF
Fuel SEleCtOr.  ciiiiviscvsavsvmsssmmmsnsasanins sasases desired tank
RAGIOS ...oceeerrnerrsassesseessorsanrrensressessensisssstitisisossvasss OFF

TRIOMIE .ceeeeerereneeeenneeeeccerisiessenseessaanssneanes 1/4” open
MaSIEL SWILCH ..vuiosissonsmsssmassassssasssessersssnnnennansissosssns ON
Electric fuel PO «ssmuommmmsssamsvissnssvisioee ON
MIXIUTE ... eeeeeereeeeeneeeeesseceieresstessesnnesseenes full RICH
)7 1 ¢ 1 GO engage
TRIOHIE .eveeeeeeneee i ieeeee ittt e e adjust
O] PrESSULE sssnsssssssssmsmssesssnonssasussusssbsnanasngsseed check

If engine does not start within 10 sec. prime and
repeat starting procedure.

STARTING ENGINE WHEN HOT

TRIOHIE . .coeereecreecmiioscornssaniesisasisssnssssnnsassasavess 1/2” open
Master SWItCh ......ceeeereieceiiiiiiniciiieir e ON
Electric fuel pump ........ccoevvvviiniinnecnrneniesnsienees ON
1" 5,41 17 NS YL full RICH
STEEE:. ..o nes. isrsmesd sosremsmemsames e el engage
THIOLIC i eecaesercasrsninsosisnssossisiisssissssssasvsnssassensins adjust
Ol PIESSUIE.....covvueicruirirreenrireeriereeesnsansesesssnene check

THIOE sosisseumssssuimmsssississssevmsissiossasssisssnses open full
MaSter SWACH.. ... .........sswnssmsmmssssranemsmmsesess ON
Electric fuel pump.........ccocevviivnnniiieneenieneenienes OFF
1LY £ 411§ (O ORI idle cut-off
SEATEET ...oeeeeeectee e ce e e see e e e aesar b anns engage
MIXTITE ocovisisissianmussssmsasnessisemssesassossssenssanses advance
THIOHIE . ......c..cciis i mssssssmsmssisasssisssiisnsssisssosvenns retard
Ol PLESSULL......onvusneruensssmsmiioracnsasnssisisissssipssesnss check

REPORT: VB-880
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STARTING WITH EXTERNAL POWER SOURCE

MaSter SWItCh......ccvveeveeeiriesreeneeree e scesseenaes OFF
Allelectrical equIPMEDL:; ..cissuserssssasmesssssssivsassansenss OFF
Terminals .l isssmssiusisanissed connect
External power plug......cccoeconeevmnueiiecrnernenens insert in
fuselage
Proceed with normal start
ThIOttle ...coueeeeeceiiiieeriiie e lowest possible
RPM
External power plug .........ccevevuennnenns disconnect from
fuselage
Master SWitCh.......occceeeeeiviiuernnnnns ON - check ammeter
Ofl PIESSUIE....cueeneereirienicniiriereie it essesre e enenes check
WARM-UP
THIOIE .o 800 to 1200 RPM
TAXIING
CROCKS...euveeeeieerreereeenee s eeeeesenecstesseaesnessnaeens removed
TaXi AIEA ..ueeevvieeeeeeeceee ettt clear
THIOHIE ..o apply slowly
BIAKES :.osvvverisssomvssmsssmmsssssssinsssssssosssssssssnaresssnasad check
SEBEEND .......eeeceumonsisisiisssmersamssEssssm IR AR oS FoAES check

GROUND CHECK

TRIOHIE ..eeeeeereceeee e 2000 RPM
MAPNELOS ..ccvuvsesmsssssssessssssnsssaass max. drop 175 RPM

-max. diff. 50 RPM
VACUUIL....ccvveererenrenseeseeneresnne st eanesaneenes 5.0”Hg.*+.1
Ol tEINP cvveieevrie ettt et e enes check
O] PIESSULE suciusicesassssnssonesossssspsnrsnassnnsnnassnsessopnonss check
AL CONAIAONET . cuisimsssissssnssimasevsiinmssssaissainesassaness check
Annunciator panel .....sansssns i press-to-test
Carburetor heat .......ceeeeeveeenecinniinnieneniinennneenne check

Engine is warm for takeoff when throttle can be
opened without engine faltering.

ElectriC fUel pumD ... suseemssvmsmsommosssssssnsisasassivssn OFF
FUET PIESSUTE. ... susim sosssvisssssssssusnsenssssssssaessssessaiss check
Throftle:... ..o i L i s ensssserminsns retard

ISSUED: DECEMBER 16, 1976
REVISED: JULY 3, 1979



PIPER AIRCRAFT CORPORATION
PA-28-161, CHEROKEE WARRIOR 11

SECTION 4
NORMAL PROCEDURES

BEFORE TAKEOFF
Master SWATCH ......ceveererrceccnrcsirsnnnsnecnensessesnnanas ON
Flight inStruments ...........c.eceensecrenesecsaesnssnsonsanses check
Fuie]l SelectOr. ..cussississsscessussansrasansansssesses proper tank
Electric fuel PUBID «ossassmssmsssssmansassmnsssaonssiss ON
EDGine gauges.......cccevevnerrneesiensnnnnseinsnnseenesnsneens check
Carburetor heat ........oceceeevcnvevenenininninnenseceensannnns OFF
St DACKS .. ....isemisisvmmmmsmsssssusssmssesaasamishsiss erect
LY 65411 1 (OO OO PO set
3511115 (OOt locked
Belts/harness.........cocceevevvneeecnennnennns fastened/adjusted
EMPLy SCALS iccisviwsaisssissssinssansinsssassessnssnsonassnss seat belts
snugly fastened
FIAPS. .. ettt ettt set
THM LAD ..ot set
(076) 111 o) K JHENR OO RORUPRO free
1 D6 0) GRS O latched
AT CONAIONEL. ..o ssmsmsissussssessosssssssivessssvusrississ OFF
TAKEOFF
NORMAL
FIaD8 sasssmasmsnmnssonmsammesumsusmsssmmssurasessssnssuspinasisonss set
TAD ......oennisiossssssissss ssnssanassssisssssssssssesnsasssasasssadusssnsses set
Accelerate to 45 to 55 KIAS
Control Wheel ........cooceeevinninnnnniiennenn back pressure to
rotate to climb attitude

SHORT FIELD, OBSTACLE CLEARANCE

FIaps....cccovevemeencnenineecieiennenens 25 ° (second notch)
Accelerate to 52 KIAS
Control Wheel ...iuiisissssisinsises back pressure to

rotate to climb attitude
Maintain 52 KIAS until obstacle clearance
Accelerate to 79 KIAS after obstacle is cleared

FIADS cisissconcssssssuenssssnsnssnssnnssarasassassnsssasss retract slowly
SHORT FIELD, NO OBSTACLE

PIADS cocosscusmsmensessrmsnssamsissavsmpismnessgememmsssantasansnsii UP
Accelerate to 50 KIAS

Control wheel........cocovvveivnneenrenienne. back pressure to

rotate to climb attitude
After breaking ground accelerate to best rate of climb
speed 79 KIAS

ISSUED: DECEMBER 16, 1976
REVISED: NOVEMBER 20, 1981

SOFT FIELD, OBSTACLE CLEARANCE

Elaps.....ccuncimasssnmsssswisvsstassess 25° (second notch)
Accelerate and lift off nose gear as soon as possible.
Lift off at lowest possible airspeed

Accelerate just above ground to 52 KIAS to climb

past obstacle height.

Continue climbing while accelerating to best rate of
climb speed, 79 KIAS

FIADS ..occusssimssnisssivanssssssniosssssoinsesaasssnnsnns slowly retract
SOFT FIELD, NO OBSTACLE
FIapS....coveererieneneiinennscncceneennanes 25° (second notch)

Accelerate and lift off nose gear as soon as possible.
Lift off at lowest possible airspeed
Accelerate just above ground to best rate of climb

speed, 79 KIAS

FIAPS s:soumssremssusmmmevissassmmanmemsnsns slowly retract

CLIMB

Best rate (flapSup)...cocecassssssiesssissisissbosainensss 79 KIAS

Best angle (flaps Up) «...cocceveevvevueeeeeseniennenes 63 KIAS

ENTOULE .. e oveesesncscasssassississsstassssnsssssonssssinassssts 87 KIAS

Electric fuel pump......cccccoeevinininnninenseesiennnn OFF at
desired altitude

CRUISING

Reference performance charts and Avco-Lycoming
Operator’s Manual.

Normal MAX POWET wocuuuisississusesssassanssoisssosssesnssaasss 75%
POWET ....oviviiiiiiiceectieceee, set per power table
MIXEUTE ...eeecvveeecees et cenrree st sieeesanesnae e adjust
DESCENT
NORMAL
TRIOHIE ..oveneereceitcri e 2500 rpm
PN 13 0. 126 KIAS
MIXIUTE. ... i cravsvsmsasmmssssinsssnsnisesssssmsmimnesssisisieses rich
Carburtor Deat ....snssmssssisisessisias ON if required
REPORT: VB-880
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SECTION 4 PIPER AIRCRAFT CORPORATION
NORMAL PROCEDURES PA-28-161, CHEROKEE WARRIOR II
DESCENT

POWER OFF

Carbuicionihealeis ditiiiinehania ON if required

THEOH) rsravsmamsvsrsmonsvesnstibostesdinnuistsnsonss fvanss tonss closed

DTS 0o R e MO ek S W lcrd as required

IVIIXEOTE couvessesussosmsssanssssasssssmssnsssssinsishessistess as required

Power. & i verify with throttle every 30 seconds

APPROACH AND LANDING

Fuel selectOr.....ccuviveinniniiniviicciciieeennens proper tank
Seat BaCKS c.cceveiieiiiecciicc erect
Belts/harmess ...c.cevveeeeeereeereeseveveeeeeeseenas fasten/adjust
EICtric fUe]l PUMIP s.avssvmsismssssvensmmamsontinsusssssssssssoss ON
MIXTUTE: s s s ns,sse ceavassibussmssmimassnsessssssdsssismisssursons set
FIaps c.coveeevieeieeeereceeeeeenesecseee set - 103 KIAS max
Air conditioneT......cccoeeruriviiciniicieneineeeene e, OFF
Trim to 70 KIAS

Final approach speed (flaps 40°) .......c..ceu..... 63 KIAS

STOPPING ENGINE

FlaPS . i s siitrasmsatssanenseonassonsassessssssssstunsarotss retract
Electric fuel PUinDs s i iumusssismssossastovsossissessacsss OFF
AIFCONAINONET. i isssessasmsssmissssssssassssissasssssassssvssssss OFF
RAGIOS 1eeeeerarersnsesenseesassersrssannast sasesestnsannesiist seisasiases OFF
[ 53 (o) 11 (U URUUURURPPRIRRt full aft
MIXEUTE 1evteeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeseseeeeeeeanereens idle cut-off
MAZGRELOS cxisessomsssssstossossissssssssssesssmmsossussnnasssssssnsrass OFF
Master SWiteh &0k S siaitnden i sssisdomsvons OFF
PARKING

Parking brake.........cc.ceesssinsniszsssissmo somssismmsavasion set
Control wheel ......cocceeiiieeiieciinennn. secured with belts
FIADS coeinemtiess s skt full up
Wheel ChoCKS cusesnsmmmsmsmimssmssesssssn in place
THE OWIIS ..eeennrvevsssinsessissss sssvssasseisssenivssssssassunss secure
REPORT: VB-880
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PIPER AIRCRAFT CORPORATION SECTION 4
PA-28-161, CHEROKEE WARRIOR II NORMAL PROCEDURES

4.7 AMPLIFED NORMAL PROCEDURES (GENERAL)

The following paragraphs are provided to supply detailed information and explanations of the normal
procedures necessary for the safe operation of the airplane.

4.9 PREFLIGHT CHECK

The airplane should be given a thorough preflight and walk-around check. The preflight should include
a check of the airplane’s operational status, computation of weight and C.G. Iimits, takeoff distance and
in-flight performance. A weather briefing should be obtained for the intended flight path, and any other
factors relating to a safe flight should be checked before takeoff.

CAUTION

The flap position should be noted before boarding the aircraft.
The flaps must be placed in the “UP” position before they will
lock and support weight on the step.

Upon entering the cockpit, release the seat belts securing the control wheel. Turn off all avionics equip-
ment. Turn the master switch “ON” and check the fuel quantity gauges for sufficient fuel. After the fuel
quantity check is made turn the master switch “OFF’ and check that the ignition switch is “OFFE.”

To begin the exterior walk-around, check for external damage and operational interference of the
control surfaces or hinges. Insure that the wings and control surfaces are free of snow, ice, frost or any
other foreign materials.

An operational check of the stall warning system and navigation lights should now be made. Turn the
master switch “ON.” Lift the detector while checking to determine if the horn is actuated and check that
the navigation lights are illuminated. The master switch should be returned to the “OFF” position after the
checks are complete.

A visual check of the fuel tank quantity should be performed. Remove the filler cap from each tank
and visually check the supply and color. Be sure to secure the caps properly after the check is complete.

The fuel system sumps and strainer should be drained daily prior to the first flight and after refueling
to avoid the accumulation of contaminants such as water or sediment. Each fuel tank is equipped with an
individual quick drain located at the lower inboard rear comer of the tank. The fuel strainer is equipped
with a quick drain located on the front lower corner of the firewall. Each of the fuel tank sumps should be
drained first. Then the fuel strainer should be drained twice, once with the fuel selector valve on each tank.
Each time fuel is drained, sufficient fuel should be allowed to flow to ensure removal of contaminants. This
fuel should be collected in a suitable container, examined for contaminants, and then discarded.

CAUTION

When draining any amount of fuel, care should be taken to ensure
that no fire hazard exists before starting the engine.

After draining, each quick drain should be checked to make sure it
has closed completely and is not leaking.

ISSUED : DECEMBER 16, 1976 REPORT: VB-880
REVISED: JULY 3, 1979 4-7



SECTION 4 PIPER AIRCRAFT CORPORATION
NORMAL PROCEDURES PA-28-161, CHEROKEE WARRIOR II

Check all of the fuel tank vents to make sure they are open.

Next, a complete check of the landing gear. Check the main gear shock struts for proper inflation.
There should be 4.50 inches of strut exposure under a normal static load. The nose gear should be checked
for 3.25 inches of strut exposure. Check all tires for cuts and wear and insure proper inflation. Make a
visual check of the brake blocks for wear or damage.

Remove the cover from the pitot head on the underside of the left wing. Check the pitot head to make
sure the holes are open and clear of obstructions.

Don’t forget to clean and check the windshield.
The propeller and spinner should be checked for defects or nicks.

Lift the cowling and check for any obvious fuel or oil leaks. Check the oil level. Make sure that the
dipstick has properly seated after checking. Secure the cowling and check the inspection covers.

Check the air inlets for foreign matter and the alternator belt for proper tension.

Stow the tow bar and check the baggage for proper storage and security. The baggage compartment
doors should be closed and secure.

Upon entering the aircraft, ascertain that all prirnary flight controls operate properly. Close and secure
the cabin door and check that all the required papers are in order and in the airplane.

Fasten the seat belts and shoulder harness and check the function of the inertia reel by pulling sharply
on the strap. Fasten seat belts on empty seats.

NOTE

If the fixed shoulder harness (non-inertia reel type) is installed, it
must be connected to the seat belt and adjusted to allow proper
accessibility to all controls including fuel selector, flaps, trim. etc.,
while maintaining adequate restraint for the occupant.

If the inertia reel type shoulder harness is installed, a pull test of its
locking restraint feature should be performed.

4.11 BEFORE STARTING ENGINE

Before starting the engine the brakes should be set “ON” and the carburetor heat lever moved to the full
OFF position. The fuel selector should then be moved to the desired tank. Check to make sure that all the
radios are OFF.

REPORT: VB-880 ISSUED: DECEMBER 16, 1976
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PIPER AIRCRAFT CORPORATION SECTION 4
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4.13 STARTING ENGINE
(a) Starting Engine When Cold

Open the throttle lever approximately 1/4 inch. Turn “ON” the master switch and the
electric fuel pump.

Move the mixture control to full “RICH” and engage the starter by rotating the magneto
switch clockwise. When the engine fires, release the magneto switch, and move the throttle to the
desired setting.

If the engine does not fire within five to ten seconds, disengage the starter, prime the engine
and repeat the starting procedure.

(b) Starting Engine When Hot

Open the throttle approximately 1/2 inch. Turn “ON” the master switch and the electric
fuel pump. Move the mixture control lever to full RICH and engage the starter by rotating the
magneto switch clockwise. When the engine fires, release the magneto switch and move the
throttle to the desired setting.

(c) Starting Engine When Flooded

The throttle lever should be full “OPEN.” Turn “ON” the master switch and turn “OFF”
the electric fuel pump. Move the mixture control lever to idle cut-off and engage the starter by
rotating the magneto switch clockwise. When the engine fires, release the magneto switch,
advance the mixture and retard the throttle.

(d) Starting Engine With External Power Source

An optional feature called the Piper External Power (PEP) allows the operator to use an
external battery to crank the engine without having to gain access to the airplane’s battery.

Turn the master switch OFF and turn all electrical equipment OFF. Connect the RED lead
of the PEP kit jumper cable to the POSITIVE (+) terminal of an external 12-volt battery and the
BLACK lead to the NEGATIVE (-) terminal. Insert the plug of the jumper cable into the socket
located on the fuselage. Note that when the plug is inserted, the electrical system is ON. Proceed
with the normal starting technique.

After the engine has started, reduce power to the lowest possible RPM, to reduce sparking,
and disconnect the jumper cable from the aircraft. Turn the master switch ON and check the
alternator ammeter for an indication of output. DO NOT ATTEMPT FLIGHT IF THERE IS NO
INDICATION OF ALTERNATOR OUTPUT.

NOTE

For all normal operations using the PEP jumper cables, the master
switch should be OFF, but it is possible to use the ship’s battery in
parallel by turning the master switch ON. This will give longer
cranking capabilities, but will not increase the amperage.
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CAUTION

Care should be exercised because if the ship’s battery has been
depleted, the external power supply can be reduced to the level of
the ship’s battery. This can be tested by turning the master switch
ON momentarily while the starter is engaged. If cranking speed
increases, the ship’s battery is at a higher level than the external

power supply.
When the engine is firing evenly, advance the throttle to 800 RPM. If oil pressure is not indicated
within thirty seconds, stop the engine and determine the trouble. In cold weather it will take a few seconds

longer to get an oil pressure indication. If the engine has failed to start, refer to the Lycoming Operating
Handbook, Engine Troubles and Their Remedies.

Starter manufacturers recommend that cranking periods be limited to thirty seconds with a two
minute rest between cranking periods. Longer cranking periods will shorten the life of the starter.
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4.15 WARM-UP

Warm-up the engine at 800 to 1200 RPM for not more than two minutes in warm weather and four
minutes in cold. Avoid prolonged idling at low RPM, as this practice may result in fouled spark plugs.

Takeoff may be made as soon as the ground check is completed, provided that the throttle may be
opened fully without backfiring or skipping, and without a reduction in engine oil pressure.

Do not operate the engine at high RPM when running up or taxiing over ground containing loose
stones, gravel or any loose material that may cause damage to the propeller blades.

4.17 TAXIING

Before attempting to taxi the airplane, ground personnel should be instructed and approved by a
qualified person authorized by the owner. Ascertain that the propeller back blast and taxi areas are clear.

Power should be applied slowly to start the taxi roll. Taxi a few feet forward and apply the brakes to
determine their effectiveness. While taxiing, make slight turns to ascertain the effectiveness of the steering.

Observe wing clearances when taxiing near buildings or other stationary objects. If possible, station an
observer outside the airplane.

Avoid holes and ruts when taxiing over uneven ground.

Do not operate the engine at high RPM when running up or taxiing over ground containing loose
stones, gravel or any loose material that may cause damage to the propeller blades.

4.19 GROUND CHECK

The magnetos should be checked at 2000 RPM. Drop off on either magneto should not exceed 175
RPM and the difference between the magnetos should not exceed 50 RPM. Operation on one magneto
should not exceed 10 seconds.

Check the vacuum gauge; the indicator should read 5.0” = .1” Hg at 2000 RPM.
Check the annunciator panel lights with the press-to-test button. Also check the air conditioner.

Carburetor heat should also be checked prior to takeoff to be sure the control is operating properly
and to clear any ice which may have formed during taxiing. Avoid prolonged ground operation with
carburetor heat “ON” as the air is unfiltered.

The electric fuel pump should be turned “OFF” after starting or during warm-up to make sure that
the engine driven pump is operating. Prior to takeoff the electric pump should be turned ON again to
prevent loss of power during takeoff should the engine driven pump fail. Check both oil temperature and
oil pressure. The temperature may be low for some time if the engine is being run for the first time of the
day. The engine is warm enough for takeoff when the throttle can be opened without the engine faltering.
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4.21 BEFORE TAKEOFF
All aspects of each particular takeoff should be considered prior to executing the takeoff procedure.

Turn “ON” the master switch and check and set all of the flight instruments as required. Check the
fuel selector to make sure it is on the proper tank (fullest). Turn “ON” the electric fuel pump and check
the engine gauges. The carburetor heat should be in the “OFF” position.

All seat backs should be erect and the seat belts and shoulder harness fastened. Fasten the seat belts
snugly around the empty seats.

NOTE

If the fixed shoulder harness (non-inertia reel type) is installed, it
must be connected to the seat belt and adjusted to allow proper
accessibility to all controls including fuel selector, flaps, trim, etc.,
while maintaining adequate restraint for the occupant.

If the inertia reel type shoulder harness is installed, a pull test of its
locking restraint feature should be performed.

The mixture should be set and the primer checked to insure that it is locked.
NOTE

The mixture should be set FULL RICH except a minimum
amount of leaning is permitted for smooth engine operation when
taking off at high elevation.

Exercise and set the flaps and trim tab. Insure proper flight control movement and response. All doors
should be properly secured and latched. On air conditioned models, the air conditioner must be “OFF” to
insure normal takeoff performance.

4.23 TAKEOFF

The normal takeoff technique is conventional. The tab should be set slightly aft of neutral, with the
exact setting determined by the loading of the airplane. Allow the airplane to accelerate to 45 to 55 KIAS
depending on the weight of the aircraft and ease back on the control wheel to rotate to climb attitude.
Premature raising of the nose or raising it to an excessive angle will result in a delayed takeoff. After
takeoff, let the airplane accelerate to the desired climb speed by lowering the nose slightly.

Takeoffs are normally made with flaps up; however, for short field takeoffs and for takeoffs under
difficult conditions such as deep grass or a soft surface, total distances can be reduced appreciably by
lowering the flaps to 25° and rotating at lower airspeed.

A short field takeoff with an obstacle clearance is accomplished by first lowering the flaps to 25°.
Apply full power before brake release and accelerate to 52 KIAS and rotate. Maintain 52 KIAS until
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obstacle clearance is attained. After the obstacle has been cleared, accelerate to 79 KIAS and then slowly
retract the flaps.

A short field takeoff with no obstacle is accomplished with no flaps and applying full power before
brake release, lift off at 50 KIAS and accelerate to best rate of climb speed, 79 KIAS.

Takeoff from a soft field with an obstacle clearance requires the use of 25° flaps. Accelerate the
airplane and lift the nose gear off as soon as possible and lift off at the lowest possible airspeed. Accelerate
Jjust above the ground to 52 KIAS to climb past obstacle clearance height. Continue climbing while-
accelerating to the best rate of climb speed, 79 KIAS and slowly retract the flaps.

For a soft field takeoff without an obstacle to clear, extend the flaps 25°, accelerate the airplane and
lift the nose gear off as soon as possible. Lift off at the lowest possible airspeed. Accelerate just above the
ground to the best rate of climb speed, 79 KIAS and retract the flaps while climbing out.

4.25 CLIMB

The best rate of climb at gross weight will be obtained at 79 KIAS. The best angle of climb may be
obtained at 63 KIAS. At lighter than gross weight these speeds are reduced somewhat. For climbing en
route, a speed of 87 KIAS is recommended. This will produce better forward speed and increased visibility
over the nose during the climb.

When reaching the desired altitude, the electric fuel pump may be turned off.

4.27 CRUISING

The cruising speed is determined by many factors, including power setting, altitude, temperature,
loading and equipment installed in the airplane.

The normal maximum cruising power is 75% of the rated horsepower of the engine. Airspeeds which
may be obtained at various altitudes and power settings can be determined from the performance graphs
provided by Section 5.

Use of the mixture control in cruising flight reduces fuel consumption significantly, especially at
higher altitudes, and reduces lead deposits when the alternate fuels are used. During letdown and low power
flight operations, it may be necessary to lean because of excessively rich mixture. The mixture should be
leaned during cruising operation when 75% power or less is being used. If any doubt exists as to the amount
of power being used, the mixture should be in the FULL RICH position for all operations. Always enrich the

mixture before increasing power settings.

To lean the mixture, disengage the friction adjustment lever and pull the mixture control until the
engine becomes rough, indicating that the lean mixture limit has been reached in the leaner cylinders. Then
enrich the mixture by pushing the control towards the instrument panel until engine operation becomes
smooth. When leaning, carefully observe the temperature instruments.

Always remember that the electric fuel pump should be turned “ON” hefore switching tanks, and
should be left on for a short period thereafter. In order to keep the airplane in best lateral trim during
cruising flight, the fuel should be used alternately from each tank. It is recommended that one tank be used
for one hour after takeoff, then the other tank be used for two hours; then return to the first tank, which
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will have approximately one and one half hours of fuel remaining if the tanks were full at takeoff. The
second tank will contain approximately one half hour of fuel. Do not run tanks completely dry in flight.
The electric fuel pump should be normally “OFF” so that any malfunction of the engine driven fuel pump
is immediately apparent. If signs of fuel starvation should occur at any time during flight, fuel exhaustion
should be suspected, at which time the fuel selector should be immediately positioned to the other tank and
the electric fuel pump switched to the “ON” position.

4.28 DESCENT

NORMAL

To achieve the performance on Figure 5-25 the power on descent must be used. The throttle should be set
for 2500 RPM, mixture full rich and maintain an airspeed of 126 KIAS. In case carburetor ice is encountered

apply full carburetor heat.

POWER OFF

If a prolonged power off descent is to be made, apply full carburetor heat prior to power reduction if icing
conditions are suspected. Throttle should be retarded and mixture control leaned as required. Power response
should be verified approximately every 30 seconds by partially opening and then closing the throttle (clearing
the engine). When leveling off enrichen mixture, set power as required and select carburetor heat off unless

carburetor icing conditions are suspected.

4.29 APPROACH AND LANDING

Check to insure the fuel selector is on the proper (fullest) tank and that the seat backs are erect. The
seat belts and shoulder harness should be fastened and the inertia reel checked.

NOTE

If the fixed shoulder harness (non-inertia reel type) is installed, it
must be connected to the seat belt and adjusted to allow proper
accessibility to all controls including fuel selector, flaps, trim, etc.,
while maintaining adequate restraint for the occupant.

If the inertia reel type shoulder harness is installed, a pull test of its
locking restraint feature should be performed.

Turn the electric fuel pump “ON” and turn the air conditioner “OFFE.” The mixture should be set in
the full “RICH” position.

The airplane should be trimmed to an initial-approach speed of about 70 KIAS with a final-approach
speed of 63 KIAS with flaps extended to 40°. The flaps can be lowered at speeds up to 103 KIAS, if
desired.
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The mixture control should be kept in full “RICH” position to insure maximum acceleration if it
should be necessary to open the throttle again. Carburetor heat should not be applied unless there is an
indication of carburetor icing, since the use of carburetor heat causes a reduction in power which may be
critical in case of a go-around. Full throttle operation with carburetor heat on can cause detonation.

The amount of flap used during landings and the speed of the aircraft at contact with the runway
should be varied according to the landing surface and conditions of wind and airplane loading. It is
generally good practice to contact the ground at the minimum possible safe speed consistent with existing
conditions.

Normally, the best technique for short and slow landings is to use full flap and enough power to
maintain the desired airspeed and approach flight path. Mixture should be full “RICH,” fuel on the fullest
tank, and electric fuel pump “ON.” Reduce the speed during the flareout and contact the ground close to
the stalling speed. After ground contact hold the nose wheel off as long as possible. As the airplane slows
down, gently lower the nose and apply the brakes. Braking is most effective when flaps are raised and back
pressure is applied to the control wheel, putting most of the aircraft weight on the main wheels. In high
wind conditions, particularly in strong crosswinds, it may be desirable to approach the ground at higher

than normal speeds with partial or no flaps.

4.31 STOPPING ENGINE

At the pilot’s discretion, the flaps should be raised and the electric fuel pump turned “OFF.” The air
conditioner and radios should be turned “OFF,” and the engine stopped by disengaging the friction
adjustment lever and pulling the mixture control back to idle cut-off. The throttle should be left full aft to
avoid engine vibration while stopping. Then the magneto and master switches must be turned “OFFE.”

NOTE

When alternate fuels are used, the engine should be run up to 1200
RPM for one minute prior to shutdown to clean out any unburned
fuel.

NOTE

The flaps must be placed in the “UP” position for the flap step to
support weight. Passengers should be cautioned accordingly.

4.33 PARKING

If necessary, the airplane should be moved on the ground with the aid of the nose wheel tow bar
provided with each airplane and secured behind the rear seats. The aileron and stabilator controls should be
secured by looping the safety belt through the control wheel and pulling it snug. The flaps are locked when
in the “UP” position and should be left retracted.

Tie downs can be secured to rings provided under each wing and to the tail skid. The rudder is held in
position by its connections to the nose wheel steering and normally does not have to be secured.
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4.35 STALLS

The stall characteristics are conventional. An approaching stall is indicated by a stall warning horn
which is activated between five and ten KTS above stall speed. Mild airframe buffeting and gentle pitching

may also precede the stall.

The gross weight stalling speed with power off and full flaps is 44 KIAS. With the flaps up this speed is
increased. Loss of altitude during stalls varies from 100 to 275 feet, depending on configuration and power.

NOTE

The stall warning system is inoperative with the master switch
“OFF.”

During preflight, the stall warning system should be checked by turning the master switch “ON,”
lifting the detector and checking to determine if the horn is actuated. The master switch should be returned

to the “OFF” position after the check is complete.

4.37 TURBULENT AIR OPERATION

In keeping with good operating practice used in all aircraft, it is recommended that when turbulent air
is encountered or expected, the airspeed be reduced to maneuvering speed to reduce the structural loads
caused by gusts and to allow for inadvertent speed build-ups which may occur as a result of the turbulence
or of distractions caused by the conditions. (See Subsection 2.3)

4.39 WEIGHT AND BALANCE

It is the responsibility of the owner and pilot to determine that the airplane remains within the
allowable weight vs. center of gravity envelope while in flight.

For weight and balance data, refer to Section 6 (Weight and Balance).

REPORT: VB-880 ISSUED: DECEMBER 16, 1976
4-16 REVISED: NOVEMBER 20, 1981



